
for computers to copy? For example: responding to or 
 telling jokes.

2 Verbs from the article 
 Complete the definitions with the  

verbs below.
 demonstrate, fool, mimic, narrow, oversee, seek, 
 take over

 a If you  a person, 
you copy or imitate them.

 b If you  the world, 
you gain control of it.
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Before reading
1  The article is about computers imitating human 

conversation. Work with a partner and discuss the 
questions below.

 a Have you ever had a “conversation” with a 
 computer? If yes, what was the situation? For exam-
ple: booking a cinema ticket on an automated phone 
 system.

 b Which parts of human conversation can computers 
easily copy? For example: simple answers or everyday 
questions.

 c Which parts of human conversation are difficult 
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 c If you  a person, 
you trick them into believing something that is not 
true.

 d If you  a group of 
workers, you are in charge of them and you check their 
work.

 e If you  to do a 
new thing, you try to do it.

 f If you  the gap 
between two things, you make it smaller.

 g If you  some-
thing, you show or prove it clearly by giving evidence.

 Article
 
 Test shows computers not ready 

for world domination

1 A group of researchers met at Reading University 
in England last month to seek to narrow the in-
tellectual gap between humans and computers. 
They were competing for the annual Loebner 
prize awarded to the computer software that 
comes closest to mimicking a human. 

2 But while the winning program fooled three out 
of 12 judges, this was not enough to achieve one 
of computing’s great challenges, the Turing test, 
and to prove to some at least that machines can 
think for themselves.

3 The Turing test is inspired by the British math-
ematician Alan Turing, best known for his code-
breaking work during the second world war, 
who wrote in 1950 that “if, during text-based 
conversation, a machine is indistinguishable 
from a human, then it could be said to be ‘think-
ing’, and therefore could be attributed with 
 intelligence”.

4 Kevin Warwick, Reading’s controversial profes-
sor of cybernetics, who oversaw last month’s 
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 experiment, claimed in the mid-1990s that by 2045 
computers would have taken over the world and 
enslaved humanity. The experiment, he hoped, 
would demonstrate that that day was coming. 

5 But if computers are indeed to take over the 
world, they are unlikely  to do so by winning 
people over with the kind of conversational 
skills on show last month. 

6 A small group of volunteers took turns, in five-
minute sessions, to conduct simultaneous typed 
conversations with two unseen respondents 
— one a human sitting in a next-door room, the 
other a computer program. If 30% of the volun-
teers could be fooled, by Turing’s own measure, 
the test would be said to have been passed.

7 The winning program, designed by an American 
and called Elbot, fooled 25% of respondents — 
“We really, really have come very close,” said 
Warwick afterwards.

8 Warwick insists that Turing’s test will be passed 
within two to three years, leading to innovations 
ranging from improved automated call-centre 
technology to increasingly interactive home 
 appliances. “Maybe instead of 35 years [until we 
are enslaved by computers] we’ve got 40 years. 
It could be a little bit slower, that’s all,” Warwick 
added.

9 If the computers in room G05 had any thoughts 
on the matter, they were keeping their counsel.

 Esther Addley  

Glossary
indistinguishable (adjective) when it is not possible to 
see the difference between one thing and another
cybernetics (noun) the scientific study of the way that 
information is controlled in machines, the nervous 
system and the brain. It is particularly concerned with 
comparing human brains with electronic devices.
innovation (noun) a new invention, method or idea
keep one’s counsel (expression) to keep your opinions 
secret
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While reading
1 Look at the headline and read the first five para-

graphs of the article. Decide if these sentences are 
true (T) or false (F). Correct the false sentences.

 a  The competition for the Loebner prize took place 
at an English university.

 
 b  The Loebner prize is given to the computer 

 software that is best at copying a human.
 
 c  The winning program convinced all the judges 

that it was human.
 
 d  The prize-winning program passed the Turing 

test.
 
 e  The Turing test takes its name from a British 

code-breaker and mathematician.
 
 f  To pass the Turing test a computer must be simi-

lar to a human in a text-based conversation.
 
 g  Kevin Warwick believes that computers will take 

over the world.

2 Read the rest of the article. Write the correct num-
bers next to these statements.

 a The percentage of people to be fooled, for a program 
to pass the Turing test. 

 
 b The number of years in which the Turing test might 

be achieved. 
 
 c The number of years before computers will enslave 

humans, according to Warwick’s latest thinking. 
 
 d The number of minutes that each conversation 

lasted in the test. 
 
 e The percentage of people fooled by the program 

that won the Loebner prize. 
 
 f The number of respondents that each volunteer in-

teracted with. 

3 Can you tell the difference between a human and a 
machine? Read the two conversations below. One 
of these conversations is between Professor Kevin 
Warwick (KW) and a human; the other between 
Warwick and a computer. Decide which conversa-
tion is with a computer program.

Conversation one:
Subject:  Hello. My name is Nick and I am a human.
KW:  Are you happy being a human?
Subject:  Yes, I am. Are you? Good. Then we are both 
happy.
KW:  Yes, I am. Are you happy with your life at 
present?
Subject:  Parts of it. I hate my job, but most people do, 
right?
KW:  I’m OK with mine. What is your job?
Subject:  I work as an ‘online internet advertising 
 monitor’, which is fancy language for electronic filing. 
What do you do?
KW:  I interrogate humans and machines.
Subject:  Which ones do you prefer, humans or 
 machines?
KW:  Which do you prefer?
Subject:  Hmm. Depends on for what purpose you 
mean.
KW:  To go to a restaurant, for example?
Subject:  Then I would much prefer going with a 
 human.

Conversation two:
Subject:  Hello, my name is Mike and I am a man.
KW:  Are you happy being a human?
Subject:  Judge, I’m a guy.
KW:  Does that worry you?
Subject:  Don’t worry, we’ll work everything through.
KW:  Do you have worries then?
Subject:  Let’s move on from that basis.
KW:  Why?
Subject:  Why? I like this subject.
KW:  What is the subject, do you think?
Subject:  What is the subject I wonder if I think? I 
know that it’s good to thonk about. Think deeplt about 
 mysterious subjects.
KW:  What mysterious subjects?
Subject:  Think deeply about mysterious dubjects.
KW:  What’s a dubject?

To find out more about this test read the article at 
http://tinyurl.com/3n8ggn.
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After reading
1 Vocabulary from the article
 Find words from the first five paragraphs to match 

the definitions below and add them to the grid. Find 
the word that runs down through all the words. Put 
the verbs in the base form.

 a to succeed in reaching a particular goal
 b a person (rather than an animal or machine)
 c a space between two things
 d not probable
 e to make somebody a slave
 f a person who investigates or studies something
 g happening once a year
 h a person who decides who has won a competition
 i a scientific test

Answers
Before reading
2 a mimic (past — mimicked) b take over c fool d oversee (past — oversaw) e seek f narrow g demonstrate

While reading
1 a T b T c F all — three out of twelve d F passed — failed / didn’t pass e T f F similar to — indistinguishable from g T
2 a 30 b 2 to 3 c 40 d 5 e 25 f 2

After reading
1 a achieve b human c gap d unlikely e enslave f researcher g annual h judge i experiment 
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 Look back at the words in the context of the article. 
Choose four of the words and write your own sen-
tences.

Activity
 Professor Kevin Warwick has made a number of 

 predictions about the future. What do you think 
about the ideas below? Make brief notes, then 
 discuss your opinions with a partner.

 a By 2045 computers will have become more 
 intelligent than humans and they will have taken over 
the world.

 b Computers will enslave people and they might treat 
humans in the same way that humans treat animals. 
For example, they might put humans in farms or zoos. 

 c There will be a turning point – when a machine 
decides to injure people or destroy a town. People 
must then decide whether to have a rebellion against 
 machines or not.

 d By 2100 humans will be able to communicate by 
thought signals alone. They will be able to think to 
each other using implants in their nervous system.

 

a
b
c
d
e
f
g
h
i


